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August 31, 2026 DNR Project No. DC-0246

Nick Bower, Water Quality Program Director
Capital Area Regional Planning Commission
100 State Street, Suite 400

Madison, WI 53703

Subject: CARPC Dane County Water Quality Plan Amendment Resolution 2026-12 - Policies and
Criteria for Environmental Corridors

Dear Mr. Bower:

On June 17t, 2026, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (Department) received
Resolution No. 2026-12 from the Capital Area Regional Planning Commission (CARPC), on behalf
of Dane County. Resolution No. 2026-12 requested the Department’s administrative review of
an amendment to the Dane County Water Quality Plan. The amendment will update the
Policies and Criteria for Environmental Corridors, which set requirements and guide the
implementation of Environmental Corridors under the Dane County Water Quality Plan (Link to
Summary of Changes to Policies and Criteria; Link to complete Policies and Criteria).

Public Involvement

CARPC gathered input from various stakeholders as part of the policy revision process between
June 2025 and April 2026 (Link to Record of Stakeholder Engagement). A public hearing on the
proposed Policies and Criteria was held at CARPC’s meeting on May 14, 2026. No public
comments were received during the public hearing. Commission action was taken at CARPC’s
meeting on June 11, 2026 to approve the updated Policies and Criteria.

Administrative Decision

The proposed amendment, as described in CARPC’s Resolution No. 2026-12, is hereby approved
in accordance with water quality standards under ss. 281.15 and 283.83(1m), Wis. Stats. This
amendment is a formal amendment to the state’s Areawide Water Quality Management Plan,
per ch. NR 121, Wis. Adm. Code. The Dane County Water Quality Plan Amendment entitled
“Policies and Criteria for Environmental Corridors” will be forwarded to the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency to meet the requirements of the Clean Water Act of 1987 (Public Law 92-500
as amended by Public Law 95-217) and outlined in the code of federal regulations, 40 CFR Part
35. This review is an integrated analysis action under s. NR 150.20(2)(a)3., Wis. Adm. Code. By
means of this review, the department has complied with ch. NR 150, Wis. Adm. Code, and with
s. 1.11, Wis. Stats.



https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/swims/Documents/DownloadDocument?id=404037359
https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/swims/Documents/DownloadDocument?id=404037359
https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/swims/Documents/DownloadDocument?id=405797358
https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/swims/Documents/DownloadDocument?id=405797358
https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/swims/Documents/DownloadDocument?id=404065048
https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/swims/Documents/DownloadDocument?id=404037364
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Appeal Rights

Wisconsin statutes and administrative rules establish time periods within which requests to
review department decisions must be filed. For judicial review of a decision pursuant to ss.
227.52 and 227.53, Wis. Stats., a party has 30 days after the decision is mailed, or otherwise
served by the department, to file a petition with the appropriate circuit court and serve the
petition on the department. Such a petition for judicial review must name the Department of
Natural Resources as the respondent. To request a contested case hearing pursuant to s.
227.42, Wis. Stats., a party has 30 days after the decision is mailed, or otherwise served by the
department, to serve a petition for hearing on the Secretary of the Department of Natural
Resources. All requests for contested case hearings must be made in accordance with s. NR
2.05(5), Wis. Adm. Code, and served on the Secretary in accordance with s. NR 2.03, Wis. Adm.
Code. The filing of a request for a contested case hearing does not extend the 30-day period for
filing a petition for judicial review.

Sincerely,

p— Digitally signed by Nate Willis,

Janethy £ x%/o%ow/ ~ 5. PE
W Date: 2026.08.31 09:49:12

-05'00'

Timothy R. Asplund Nate Willis, P.E

Monitoring Section Manager Wastewater Section Manager

Bureau of Water Quality Bureau of Water Quality

CC:

Alixandra Burke — Attorney, DNR Madison

Allissa Reynolds — Wetlands Program Coordinator, DNR Baldwin

Brett Schmidt - Wastewater Engineer, DNR Madison

Brian Cunningham — Waterways Supervisor, DNR Fitchburg

Camille Bruhn — Water Resources Specialist, DNR Fitchburg

Christina Rauh — Water Resources Engineer, DNR Fitchburg

Crystal Von Holdt — Waterways Program Coordinator, DNR Green Bay
Helena Tiedmann — Water Quality Planning Coordinator, DNR Madison
Laura Bub — Watershed Basin Supervisor, DNR Fitchburg

Lauren Haydon — Water Resources Specialist, DNR Milwaukee

Mark Reidel — Water Resources Specialist, DNR Fitchburg

Micheal Sorge — Water Resources Field Supervisor, DNR Fitchburg
Sarah Bogen — Water Regulation/Zoning Specialist, DNR Fitchburg
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Sarah Herrick — Conservation Biologist, DNR Madison
Sharon Fandel — Conservation Biologist, DNR Fitchburg
Thomas Nedland — Policy and Professional Services Section Manager, DNR Woodruff
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